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Project Description
The main objective of this project is to address human challenges of the Arctic population from a
diﬀerent angle, namely from the human security perspective as it is conceptualized today. The
conceptualization can be diﬀerently shaped in regional context given that diﬀerent region does have
diﬀerent reality, diﬀerent social structure and diﬀerent geo-environmental characteristics. As a result
the concept of human security has gained signiﬁcance to understand the threats facing the Arctic
communities. The project will pay speciﬁc focus on the Barents region as the region is facing
numerous human activities, such as mining and mineral activities in Finnish and Swedish Lapland,
oﬀshore oil and gas activities in Northern Norway, both onshore and oﬀshore oil and gas activities in
Russia’s Barents region. In the Arctic perspective this will bring added value in the ongoing
discussions and dialogues concerning the vulnerability of, as well as adaptation to, the challenges
facing the Arctic inhabitants, more particularly its indigenous and local communities. The project will
employ the concept of human security tools in order to create a framework to improve societal
security within this particular region. Knowledge developed from this project would bring beneﬁt both
to the policy level decision-makers as well as to the local level people, communities and stakeholders,
in their understanding of the challenges from diﬀering perspectives. Possible new strategies based on
the ﬁndings of this project will help ﬁll the gaps of legal framework addressing, for example, the rights
of Sámi communities. Policy implementation may be advanced by putting priority issues taking into
consideration of the most urgent local level problems while addressing the challenges and promoting
societal security.

Main Activities

Research and knowledge building.
Scholars-stakeholders dialogs.
Guest lectures.
International conference / Workshops
Publishing of periodic newsletters
Maintaining project website

Main Outcomes
Scientiﬁc articles in international refereed journal
Edited volume from international publishers

Electronic News Letters
A synthesis report with recommendations

Project Partners
Northern Institute for Environmental and Minority Law / Arctic Centre
University of Lapland
Academy of Finland

The project is carried out according to the Guidelines on Research Ethics at the University of Lapland
(see attachment).
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